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“ For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all 
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day 
that cometh Mall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye 
shall gu forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.—MAt. 4: l, 2. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 
[Concluded fron page 708.) 
THIRD DAY. 

April 8, 10 a.m. 
Singing by the choir: 

Lo! the mighty God appearing. 
Prayer by Elder Ben E. Rich. 
The choir sang: 

| Zion stands with hills surrounded. 


PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 

was the first speaker to address the Conference. He read a portion of the 
eighty-fourth section of the Doctrine and Covenants. It relates to the 
Priesthood—Melchisedek and Aaronic—its eternal character; also the 
ordinances of the Gospel, through which the power of godliness is made 
manifest; the withdrawal of the Higher Priesthood from Israel in the 
wilderness because of its being rejected; also many other vital and im- 
portant principles, including the restoration of the Priesthood in our day. 

President Cannon testified to the excellent character of the instructions 
that had been given during the Conference. They had been prompted by 
the Spirit of God. The Lord was working with His people and the same 
spirit that was manifest here, at home, is also being felt among the Saints 
abroad. Similar experiences had existed among the people under condi- 
tions of the past. The speaker read from a revelation given through the 
Prophet Joseph Smith in February, 1834. It refers to the persecutions of 
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the Saints in Jackson County, Mo., in November, 1833, and states that one 
of the reasons for the Lord permitting such distress to come upon His 
people to be that the wicked might be enabled to fill up their cup of 
iniquity and the Saints be chastised because they had not altogether 

hearkened unto the requirements of God. But a promise was also given 
that if Zion would from that time fully keep the statutes of the Lord, she 
would begin to prevail and continue to do so, otherwise she would not. 

The speaker then treated upon the agency and consequent responsibility 
of man, which extended to the work of the Lord, whether it be in rejecting 
or opposing or in accepting and sustaining it. The Kingdom of God was 
not confined to His people alone, but to all the world, inasmuch as the 
nations would accept the government of the Almighty. It was preserva- 
tive of all the rights of humanity, which would be respected under it. 
The Saints were as loyal and patriotic as any people in this nation. They 
desired that the same spirit which produced the Constitution should 
prevail. 

Those who are faithful to the truth are “the salt of the earth.” Those 
who depart from the faith are as salt which has lost its savor. How 
plainly this has been exhibited in the two classes! 

The speaker drew a parallel between ancient and modern Israel, and 
this illustrated the beneficent effects of obedience and the disastrous 
results of a contrary course. He felt sure that the Saints would never 
reject the Melchisedek Priesthood. They might, however, by failing to 
comply with the requiremencs of the Lord, defer the redemption of Zion. 
President Snow could not rest. He felt the necessity of stirring up the 
people. There was a strong meaning in this, and it appeared as if we 
ought to be “born again.” We must have new desires. Many of the 
Latter-day Saints were indistinguishable, so far as their spirit and disposi- 
tions are concerned, from the masses of the world. 

It was a peculiarity of some people that they expected prophets and 
apostles to be different in appearance and other respects, to natural men. 
The mightiest prophets were but mortal men, but those who possessed the 
Holy Spirit could perceive the power of God manifest through them. 
What was needed by the people was faith in God. In speaking to the 
people in relation to the law of tithing, the servants of the Lord appealed 
to their selfish instincts—the hope of a material reward. Although there 
would be such a result, this should not be the actuating motive to obedi- 
ence. 

The speaker then devoted some time to the subject of the proper par- 
ental training of children. He showed that if they were brought up in 
the spirit of obedience, they would, as a rule, when they reached maturity, 
yield a willing submission to all rightful authority. He likewise spoke of 
the difference which would distinguish the Church of Christ from the 
Kingdom of God, when the latter should be fully established. Each 
would have functions peculiar to itself. 

ELDER J. GOLDEN KIMBALL 
of the First Council of Seventy, sddressed the assemblage. He said he 
was able to testify to the truth of all that had been spoken during the 
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Conference. He believed in the temporal salvation of the Latter-day 
and said he was convinced that God would deliver His people 
from all their difficulties if they would only keep His commandments. 
The speaker was interested also in the spiritual salvation of mankind. 
The angel spoken of by John in the fourteenth chapter of the book of 
Revelations, had come to the earth and had delivered that message. There 
are perhaps 1,700 men now on missions proclaiming this message, at a 
cost estimated of $500 000 annually, considering the loss of their time and 
all that is expended in these ways. The duties of Seventies were touched 
upon and especially the duty of learning the doctrines of the Church and 
of performing the duties to which they have been called. He believed 
that the Seventies should be young and vigorous men, able to go on mis- 
sions when called. He did not believe much in that kind of Seventies 
who are “run by their wives,” though he did not blame the wives for it, 
because be thought there were Seventies who ought to be “run by their 
wives.” But the kind of Seventies who were willing to leave home to 
honor the Priesthood they hold by going on missions when called were 
wanted for the work. 
The choir sang the anthem: 


Light and Truth. 
Benediction by Elder F. S. Bramwell. 
ig The choir sang the anthem : 
O Lord, how manifold are Thy works. 


Prayer by Elder Angus M. Cannon. 
| * by the choir: 


Ob, my Father, thou that dwellest. 


THE GENERAL AUTHORITIES. 


The authorities of the Church and those connected with various organi- 
zations, were presented to the Conference for the vote of the assemblage, 
as follows: 


Lorenzo Snow, as Prophet, Seer oud Revelator, and President of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in all the world. 

George Q. Cannon as First Counselor in the First Presidency. 

Joseph F. Smith as Second Counselor in the First Presidency. 

Franklin D. Richards as President of the Twelve Apostles. 

As members of the Council of the Twelve Apostles—Franklin D. Rich- 
ards, Brigham Young, Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, George 
Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John W. Taylor, Mariner W. Merrill, Anthon H. 
Lund, Matthias F. Cowley, Abraham O. Woodruff, and Rudger Clawson. 

The counselors in the First Presidency and the Twelve Apostles as 
Prophets, Seers and Revelators. 

Patriarch to the Church—John Smith. 

First Seven Presidents of the Seventies—Seymour B. Young, C. D. „ Fjeld- 
sted, B. H. Roberts, George Reynolds, Jonathan G. Kimball, Rulon 8. Wells 
and Teseph W. McMurrin. 
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Wm. B. Preston as presiding Bishop, with Robert T. Burton as his first 
and John R. Winder as his second counselor. 

Franklin D. Richards as Church historian and general Church recorder, 
with John Jaques and Andrew Jenson as his assistants. 

As Trustee-in-Trust for the body of religious worshippers known as the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints—Lorenzo Snow. 

As members of the General Church Board of Education—Lorenzo Snow, 
George Q. Cannon, Karl G. Maeser, Willard Young, Anthon H. Lund, 
James Sharp, Joseph F. Smith, John Nicholson and George H. Brimhall. 

As general Superintendent of Church Schools and of Religion Classes— 
Karl G. Maeser. 

As Secretary of General Church Board of Education George Reynolds. 

As Members of the Board of Examiners of Church School Teachers 
Karl G. Maeser, Benjamin Cluff, Jr., William J. Kerr, George H. Brimhall 
and Joshua H. Paul. 

As Secretary of the Board of Examiners—John M. Mills. 

RELIEF SOCIETY. 

Zina D. H. Young, president. 

Jane S. Richards, first vice-president. 

Bathsheba W. Smith, second vice-president. 

Sarah J. Cannon, third vice-president. 

Emmeline B. Wells, secretary. 

M. Isabella Horne, treasurer. 

Directors: Romania B. Pratt, Emilia D. Madsen, Lucy S. Cardon, Susan 
Grant, Mary Pitchforth, Harriett M. Brown, Martha Tonks, Helena E. 
Madsen, Aurilla Hatch, Hattie Brown, Martha B. Cannon, Emma Wood- 
ruff, Julina L. Smith, Emily S. Richards, Rebecca Standring, Ellis R. 
Shipp, Julia P. M. Farnsworth. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AUTHORITIES. 

George Q. Cannon, general superintendent. 

Karl G. Maeser, second assistant general superintendent. 

George D. Pyper, general secretary. 

George Reynolds, general treasurer. 

Leo Hunsaker, assistant secretary. 

Members of the Deseret Sunday School Union Board—George Q. Can- 
non, Karl G. Maeser, George Reynolds, Thomas C. Griggs, Joseph W. 
Summerhays, Levi W. Richards, Francis M. Lyman, Heber J. Grant, Joseph 
M. Tanner, George Teasdale, Hugh J. Cannon, Andrew Kimball, Joseph F. 
Smith, John W. Taylor. 

Aids—L. John Nuttall, James W. Ure, John F. Bennett, John M. Mills, 
William B. Dougall, William D. Owen, Seymour B. Young. 

YOUNG MEN'S MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION. 

Lorenzo Snow, general superintendent. 

Joseph F. Smith, Heber J. Grant and B. H. Roberts, assistants. 

Aids—Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, Matthias F. Cowley, 
Abraham O. Woodruff, J. G. Kimball, Junius F. Wells, Milton H. Hardy, 
Rodney C. Badger, Geo. H. Brimhall, William S. Burton, Edward H. Ander- 
son, Douglas M. Todd, John E. Heppler, Edward H. Snow, Nephi L. Mor- 
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ris, Richard W. Young, Horace G. Whitney, Willard Done, LeRoi C. Snow, 
Frank Y. Taylor. 
Secretary and treasurer, Thomas Hull. 
Music director, Evan Stephens. 
YOUNG LADIES’ MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION. 

Elmina S. Taylor, president. 

Maria V. Dougall, first counselor. - 

Martha H. Tingey, second counselor. 

Secretary and treasurer, Anne M. Cannon. 

Corresponding secretary, Mae Taylor. 

Assistant secretary, Joan Campbell. 

Aids—Lilly T. Freeze, Adella W. Eardley, Sarah Eddington, Aggie 
Campbell, Minnie J. Snow, May B. Talmage, Emma Goddard, Rose W. 
Bennett, Alice K. Swith, Elizabeth C. McCune, Ruth M. Fox, Julia A. 
Brixen, Susie Y. Gates, Helen W. Woodruff, Augusta W. Grant, Mary A. 
Freeze. 

PRIMARY ASSOCIATION. 

Louie B. Felt, president. 

Lilly T. Freeze, first counselor. 

Josephine R. West, second couselor. 

May Anderson, secretary and treasurer. 

Olive Derbidge, assistant secretary. 

Euphemia J. Irvine, recording secretary. 

Aids—Aurelia 8. Rogers, Cornelia H. Clayton, Lulu Green Richards, 


Belle S. Ross, Julia I. McDonald, S. E. Hyde, Camilla C. Cobb, Zaidee 
Walker. 


John Nicholson as clerk of the General Conference. 
Brother Horace 8.Ensign sang the solo, Jerusalem.“ 
ELDER Jos. w. MCMURRIN 

addressed the meeting. He said when one stands up to claim the atten- 
tion of so many people he needs the spirit of inspiration that what he may 
say may be profitable, and not words of man’s own wisdom. He had been 
blessed and profited by the instructions already given in the Conference, 
and ‘felt that greater anxiety should be manifested by parents towards 
their sons and daughters, that the latter might be prepared for the work 
of explaining the principles of the Gospel. The Church schools in our 
midst are worthy institutions in which the principles dear to the hearts 

of the Latteg-day Saints are inculcated, and the people should sustain 
these institutions by sending to them their sons and daughters to be edu- 
cated. The speaker referred to the value of musical training and ability 
to sing, as strong aids in missionary work, and testified to the truth of the 
Gospel message. 


PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 


said that at a recent conference the choir was composed almost wholly of 
young ladies, and upon inquiry was informed that the young men con- 
sidered singing as something effeminate. When young men go out to 
preach the Gospel they will find that the ability to sing is a great aid to 
them. The speaker said: “Music is truth, and good music is gracious 
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praise of God. It is delightful to the people and is one of the acceptable 
ways of worshiping God. Those who sing should enter into the spirit and 
understanding of it and sing from the heart in praise to God.” 

We should also learn to say our prayers. The speaker had heard of a 
young man, the son of a Bishop and the grandson of an Apostle, who 
when he arrived at the field of his missionary labor, made the confession 
that he had never yet uttered a prayer in his life. 

Prayer does not consist of words but also in the feelings that rise in the 
soul when we supplicate the Lord with a broken heart and a contrite 
spirit. Who does not need something of the Lord? All that we have we 
receive from Him. The very understanding we possess is the gift of God 
through inspiration from on high, as the scriptures say, “There is a spirit 
in man, and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth him understanding.” 
Our reason, our strength, our noble desires, are all the gifts of God; and 
it should be an easy matter to approach in prayer the Giver of every 
good. Young men surrounded by every comfort and convenience fur- 
_ nished by their parents, may sometimes feel that they do not need to ask 
the Lord for anything more; but death awaits every man. All who are 
born into the world are destined to die and to live again. Shall we be 
mournful at the prospect of death? No; all fear of this temporal death 
has been removed from the minds of the Latter-day Saints. They have 
joy in death, in the sure knowledge that they shall rise again. As death 
came into the world by the disobedience of Father Adam, so redemption 
from death has come through the obedience of Jesus Christ. The Latter- 
day Saints have this knowledge and they experience a joy unspeakable at 
the thought of meeting fathers, mothers, children and friends, after this 
temporal death. The speaker knew this to be true for the Lord has made 
it clear to him. This knowledge is derived from the Lord, not from books, 
not from man, not from the ancient prophets. Men cannot impart this 
knowledge to one another. They can show how this knowledge can be 
obtained, but only the Lord can impart this knowledge. There is another 
death more terrible than the death of the body. When our first parent 
sinved, he was cast out from the presence of God and was spiritually 
dead; but the Lord would not suffer temporal death to come upon Adam 
and his posterity until He had taught him how he might be redeemed 
from this spiritual death. The Gospel was taught tohim. All the world 
to-day is suffering from this spiritual death, for they know not God and 
they know not the Gospel. They must repent and be baptized by one 
having authority, and be born again, in order to be freed from this spirit- 
ual death. This is why young men are wanted to preach the Gospel to 
the world. We want young men who have been born in innocence and 
reared in purity, not those who have been in saloons, who have been 
drunkards or gamblers; but young men who can go out and say in face 
of all the world, “Come and do what I do.” They may not have much 
understanding of the Gospel, but the germ of life is in them and God will 
give them intelligence. 

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 
said he would like to add a few words on the subject of prayer. He sug- 
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gested that the men should give the children and thé women an opportu- 
nity of praying in the family circle. 

The choir sang the anthem: 

Hosanna. 
Benediction by Elder Joseph E. Taylor. 
Conference adjourned for six months. 
OVERFLOW MEBRTING. 

The overflow meeting in the Assembly Hall, on October 10, was presided 
over by Apostle M. F. Cowley. Opening hymn, “Glorious things are sung 
of Zion.” Prayer by Elder C. D. Fjeldsted. Singing, I know that my 


Redeemer lives.” 
| ELDER SEYMOUR B. YOUNG 

was the first to address the congregation. The words of inspiration he 
had listened to during the Conference had given him food for deeper refleo- 
tions than he had ever experienced before; they had caused him to resolve 
to be more faithful in the future than he had been in the past. He knew 
that the Lord had been with the Latter-day Saints notwithstanding that 
He had chastised them in Missouri and Illinois. But they were like the 
Nephites, there were times when they were virtuous, righteous and faith- 
ful, and times when they were covetous and proud, and the anger of the 
Lord was poured out upon them. 

The speaker called attention to the revelation of the Lord to Joseph 
Smith in 1834, wherein the Lord said that inasmuch as they would repent 


He would forgive them their offenses; the people were awakened for a 


short season, but they soon became neglectful again and the Lord per- 
mitted their enemies to drive them from Missouri. 

The speaker alluded to the reclaiming of arid lands, and spoke of the 

Irrigation Congress held in Montana, of which he was a member, pointing 
out the great work that is being done by the congress. 
Elder Young described the condition of the Indian colony in the northern 
part of the State, representing them as the most advanced Indians in the 
West; they are as skilled in the use of farm implements as their white 
brothers. 

Tbe speaker olosed with an 3 to the Saints to repent, and hence- 
forth pay their tithing and keep all the commandments of the Lord. 

Miss Emma Ramsey sang the song, “Come all ye heavy laden.” 

The congregation unanimously sustained the authorities of the Church 
as their names were presented by Apostle M. F. Cowley. 

APOSTLE A. 0. WOODRUFF 
addressed the meeting, reading from the 2lst verse and 14th chapter of 
St. John. The promise contained in this text will be vouchsafed unto the 
Saints now if they are faithful. There is no one who has kept a close 
watch on the history of the Latter-day Saints but who will acknowledge 
that there is something greater than human wisdom directing their course. 
The Latter-day Saints should stand together at this time when it appears 
that persecution is again coming upon us. We should withhold our sup- 
port and patronage from those men or agencies that use the means we 


728 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


have given them in aiming at our destruction. The Latter-day Saints 
should support each other; they must of necessity do business with honor- 
able men, but need not patronize those who seek to destroy them. 
ELDER M. F. COWLEY 
said it made no difference how many times we testify that we believe that 
President Lorenzo Snow is a Prophet of God, the only way we can convince 
God that we so believe is by sustaining him in keeping the laws he has 
been directed by God to urge us to keep. It is the duty of every Latter-day 
Saint to obey that commandment that they have been derelict in keeping 
heretofore. The speaker hoped that the Saints would go forth from this 
Conference and pay their tithing and do all that it is their duty to do. 
APOSTLE MARRINER W. MERRILL 
spoke a few moments on temple work, urging the Saints to take advantage 
of the opportunity afforded by the presence of four temples and to work 
for the redemption of their kindred dead. The meeting was brought toa 
close by the singing of the hymn, “We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet.” 
Benediction by Apostle M. W. Merrill. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 


THE Manchester Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints was held on Sunday, November 12, 1899, in the Co-operative Hall, 
Broughton Road, Pendleton, President James Briggs presiding. There 
were present: Presidents Platte D. Lyman and Henry W. Naisbitt of the 
European Mission; Elders Attewall Wootton and H. B. Smith of the 
MILLENNIAL Star Office; President Thomas Ash of the Birmingham 
Conference; President H. W. Manning of the Sheffleld Conference; Presi- 
dent Amos N. Merrill of the Liverpool Conference; Elders Smith and 
Goodyear of the Leeds Conference; Elders Forster and Burdett of the 
Sheffield Conference, and Elder T. McCune of the Norwich Conference, 
also all the Elders of the Manchester Conference. 

After the usual opening exercises, President Briggs made an opening 
address, and presented the general authorities of the Church, the Presi- 
dency of the European Mission, James Briggs as president of the Man- 
chester Conference, and the following Elders and Lady Missionary in their 
respective districts: J. C. Rushton, Geo. C. Wood, Ernest J. Taylor, Nephi 
Larsen and B. R. Birchall, Manchester; Thomas Blake, F. G. Robinson, Jr., 
Edwin Watson and A. A. Woods, Oldham; R. W. Simkins, Chris. Christen- 
sen, Jas. M. White and Chas. R. Bailey, Heywood district; Wm. J. Clark, 
James Jenkins, Jos. E. Helm, Stephen Thurston, Jos. G. Park and Eva 
Ruth Park, Bury; Elliott Butterworth and Jas. Davies, Moorside, and J. 
C. Rushton as clerk of the Conference, all of whom were unanimously sus- 
tained. 

The following statistical report for the six months ending October 31 
was read: Number of branches, 8; Missionaries from Zion—High Priests, 
2; Seventies, 18; Lady missionaries, 1; Local Priesthood—Elders, 20; 
Priests, 15; Teachers, 5; Deacons, 3; members, 273; total officers and mem- 
bers, 316; children under eight years of age, 100; total number of souls, 
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exclusive of missionaries from Zion, 416. Tracts distributed from door to 
door, 48,868; in open-air meetings and otherwise, 9,620. Books distributed 
—sold, 232; loaned, 171; given away, 133. Strangers’ houses visited 
with first tract only, 20,537; by first invitation, 329; by re-invitation, 280. 
Gospel conversations, 2,274. Meetings held—hall, 241; cottage, 131; out- 
door, 123; Sunday school sessions, 111; Bible theological classes, 17; 
Priesthood meetings, 6. Baptisms, 12; confirmations, 12; children blessed 
—of church members, 6; of non-members, 2; emigrated—over eight years 
old, 7; under eight years old, 2. Died under eight years old, 1. New 
Subscribers for Star secured, 4. 

The following speakers then occupied the remaining time of this ses- 
sion: Elders H. W. Manning, Thomas Ash, J. C. Rushton and H. B. Smith. 
Personal experiences in the Gospel, and the first principles were the themes 
of the speakers. 

2:30 p.m. At the conclusion of the opening exercises, President Henry 
W. Naisbitt, was introduced, and occupied the time. Placing the object 
of man’s creation, as the central figure and theme, around which he wound 
by power and inspiration of the spirit, and in conviction born of long 
experience, the principles ushered in by Christ for the salvation of the 
human family. 

6:30 p.m. President Platte D. Lyman occupied nearly all the time of 
this session explaining some of the belief of the Latter-day Saints. At 
the close of President Lyman’s remarks, Sister Eva Ruth Park spoke for 
a few minutes, bearing a strong testimony to the truthfulness of the 
Gospel. All of the three hundred or more present, at the conclusion of 
the forceful and inspired discourses, certainly could say, with one accord, 
the belief of the “Mormons” is scriptural and logical, and is the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the power of God unto salvation. 

An instructive and soul refreshing council meeting was held on Monday 
at the Liberal Association Hall, Manchester. All felt determined to sow 
the seeds of truth, and trust to the wafting of the same, by the spirit that 
swayeth the hearts of humankind, until they germinate in fruitful soil. 

A social gathering in the Liberal Association Hall on Monday evening, 
brought a happy and profitable event in missionary labor to a conclusion. 

J. C Rusuron, Clerk of the Conference. 


ARRIVALS.—The following named missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per American line ss. Belgenland, November 16, 1899: For the 
British Mission—George Perkins and Jas. A. Leishman, Wellsville; Henry 
T. Bolton, Paris, Idaho; David Frame and Mary E. Frame, South Cotton- 
wood; Jos. C. Pixton, Taylorsville; Charles Tucker, Lee; Eiward Wat- 
kins, Vernal; John Carter, Mt. Pleasant; Milford B. Shipp and Wm. Love- 
day, Salt Lake City; Jesse G. Evans, Bountiful. For the German Mis- 
sion—Jobn E. Heppler, Richfield; Joseph Moser, Jr., Whitney, Idaho; 
Wm. W. Seegmiller, Upper Kanab; L. F. Moench, Jr., Ogden; M. R. 
Porter, Porterville. For the Scandinavian Mission—Niels P. H. Roholt, 
Mink Creek, Idaho; Charles L. Anderson, Jr., Grantsville; Anders F. 
Ahlander, Provo; N. P. Hansen, Mantua. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1899. 


ADVANCEMENT ETERNAL. 


THERE is something peculiar about the fact that whichever way we 
direct our thoughts and investigations, we find nothing that can be fully 
understood ; every road of investigation leads but to mystery, which when 
solved only resolves itself into deeper mystery. There seems to be no limit 
to the powers of mind except the brevity of human life and the weakness — 
of the physical organism. 

If bodily conditions could be perfected and life be prolonged indefinitely, 
what could limit human attainment, and when and where would mind find 
the outer boundary of knowledge? As far as human experience goes, it 
only develops the rule that one mystery solved clears the vision to bring 
into view on the horizon several new mysteries, to further allure the mind 
and arouse a stronger desire for further research and investigation. Since 
the mind can reach out like the infinite radii of a sphere in every direction, 
the surface of man’s sphere of knowledge, which forms the boundary be- 
tween the known and the unknown, must increase as the cube of the dis- 
tance. If analogy is worth anything in a course of 2 this means 
infinity in the field of mind-growth and attainment. 

Some one has said, If one would know all about one thing it is neces- 
sary to know something about all things;” but as all things are so inter- 
laced, and so dependent on everything else, this saying might well be 
enlarged and it would then be, “To know all about one thing it is 
necessary to know all about all things,” which, according to the foregoing 
hypothesis, would be an impossibility. 

The strongest impulse of the soul is the desire to attain to something 
higher and better, and human experience teaches that this desire is never 
satisfied; but, on the contrary, the desire increases in proportion to the 
heights reached, in whatever line of life the ambitions trend. This is 
conspicuous in the race for wealth or fame; but, if not stronger, this 
ambition is purer and more exalting and produces more real joy in the 
search for and attainment of intellectual, moral and spiritual wealth. 

Experience teaches also that when the mind dwells on truth well under- 
stood, or on wealth or fame long since attained, the contemplation becomes 
insipid, and yields but little if any pleasure. 

Who can imagine and contemplate with pleasure the condition of a being 
who has learned all there is to learn, gained all there is to gain, done all 
there is to do, with no view except a backward view, and with a blank 
eternity before him? If such a condition could be, tlk no more of end- 
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less punishment being a myth! Loss of hope in this life often dethrones 
reason or leads to suicide. 

Surely a God of infinite wisdom and goodness would never place a 
faculty or power in the mind so strong and undying as this for use in this 
life only, or for a limited time in the great beyond! No, an infinite God 
would have infinite designs and would plan for the eternal welfare of his 
children. Powers like these must be infinite with an infinite field for their 
exercise and unlimited time for their development. 

What grander ideal of heavenly bliss can be formed in the mind than 
an eternity of increase and advancement in all that is good and true and 
beautiful, and this with eternal association of family and friends, all 
advancing together, and in direct communion with that great Father who 
planned all for the eternal exaltation of His children. 

A. W. 


We learn from the Deseret News that at the Quarterly Conference of the 
Cache Stake, October 30, Apostle M. W. Merrill was selected as president 
of that Stake to succeed President Orson Smith who tendered his resigna- 
tion to that office. President Merrill chose as counselors Joseph Morrell 
and Isaac Smith, all of whom were unanimously sustained by the people. 
There is no doubt that the selections will give general satisfaction. 


Tur latest news from President Geo. Q. Cannon, who has been quite ill 
in New York, is that on October 27 he was much improved and was then 
out of danger. 

President Franklin D. Richards of the Quorum of the Apostles, also has 
been quite ill, but at latest advices he was in a fair way to recovery. We 
hope soon to hear of their complete restoration to health. 


Last Friday morning President Jas. L. McMurrin underwent an opera- 
tion for the removal of an abnormal. growth on his lip; this prevented 
his attendance at the Manchester Conference. We are pleased to state 
that the wound is healing as fast as could be expected, and from present 
appearances will hardly leave a scar. It is doing so well that he expects 
to attend the Leeds Conference next Sunday. 


Tse Anchor Line s.s. Ethiopia from Glasgow on October 26, 1899, with 
returning Elders and emigrating Saints on board, arrived at New York on 
the 10th inst., with all well. 


Cierks of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Elliott Butterworth of the Man- 
chester Conference and Elder Franklin Whitehouse of the Birmingham 
Conference have been honorably released to return home per s.s. Ethiopia 
from Glasgow, November 25. 

Elder Charles R. Bailey has been transferred from the Manchester Con- 
ference and appointed to labor in the Newcastle Conference, and Elder 
Thomas Sumner from the Nottingham Conference to the Leeds Conference. 
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The newly arrived Elders have been appointed to labor in the various 
conferences as follows: Geo. Perkins and M. B. Shipp, Birmingham; 
Henry T. Bolton, Bristol; David Frame and Mary E. Frame, Scottish; Jos. 
C. Pixton, Nottingham; Edward Watkins and James A. Leishman, London; 
Charles Tucker, Manchester; Jesse G. Evans, Norwich; John Carter, 
Liverpool. Elder Wm. Loveday is appointed to preach the Gospel on the 
high seas. 

NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE Norick.— The Newcastle Semi-annual Confer- 
ence of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held on 
Sunday, November 26, 1899, in the New Assembly Room, Shields Road, 
Heaton. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Tux following interesting extract is from a letter of Elder G. Fred. 
Wright, dated Bristol, November 8, 1899: 


“T suppose you would be somewhat interested in the lecture I spoke to 
you about while in Cardiff, and by way of report will say that I met about 
five hundred men of all denominations in the Old King Street, Baptist 
Chapel, October 8. I went there depending entirely upon the Lord to 
use me as an humble instrument in his hands. My idea was to treat on 
the Apostasy and the Restoration, but my mind was led in a different 
channel. Following the impressions of the Holy Spirit I treated on the 
social organizations among our people and showed them how that the 
religious training was the all important theme here, while in Utah we 
looked after the social training as well. I also spoke on ‘Temperance’ 
using the Ellis pamphlet as a guide, and bore my testimony to the fact 
that John the Baptist, Peter, James and John, came in person and ordained 
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery to the priesthood, thereby restoring 
the authority to preach the Gospel. 

“The minister who was to sum up my remarks, read a few extracts from 
some old volumes of the Star, also from the Salt Lake Tribune. A num- 
ber of questions were asked from the audience by anti-Mormons to which 
I replied. I also asked permission to speak a word or two after the min- 
ister, which was granted; and I simply repudiated as Church doctrine 
some articles in the Stars from which he quoted, and also called the atten- 
tion of the audience to the fact that the gentleman had evaded my lecture 
and never once referred to it. He advertised a meeting on the First 
Sunday in November, at which he said he would reply. In the meantime 
President Frisby and I called on him in response to hi8 invitation, sold 
him a ‘Pearl of Great Price,’ and I think we made a very favorable im- 
pression upon him. 

“He promised to give us fair play in his reply, and I must credit bim 
with keeping his word. Last Sunday he replied and he did us much good. 
Said he positively knew we were not here after women, for he had inves- 
tigated that question from sources that can be relied on. Said when per- 
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sons resorted to persecuting and mobbing us, they conceded the argumen 
at once. 

“He quoted from Phil Robinson and some other writers. 

„Ok course he rubbed us occasionally which gave the points he did con- 
cede, more force. Said the Elders he had met were perfect gentlemen, 
intelligent and sincere, and that we had a perfect right to preach our 
belief. He advised the people to let us talk, and said if they do not believe 
us, to let us alone. I feel that he did us much good—already the atmos- 
phere is freer and it has made friends for us. Three of our best converts 
came from his Chapel, and there are honest hearts there yet. 

“I have faith, that in our unity the Lord will yet open up our way and 
in like manner we will get before the intelligent people of this city, and 
thereby overcome this prejudice.” 


ů——ͤ—œ—äũ 


STRANGE CATALEPTIC CASE. 


THE Daily News received the following remarkable story from a cor- 
respondent :— 

Emily Burrell, aged fifty-eight years, had occupied an apartment in 
Castle Street for eight years, and was in the habit of going to the City 
every morning to her employment as a mantle finisher. One morning, 
as she did not get up as usual, the people of the house became alarmed, 
and entered her bedroom, where they found her to all appearance dead. 
The body was cold and rigid, and it was supposed that life had been ex- 
tinct for some hours. The police were sent for to remove the body to the 
mortuary, but one of the two constables who arrived, and who had had 
some ambulance training, questioned whether the woman was really dead, 
and thought she might be in a trance. Sending his comrade for the near- 
est doctor, the constable applied hot-water bottles to the woman’s feet 
and body, and in a short time there were signs of returning animation. 
The parish medical officer, who diagnosed the case as one of serious 
apoplexy, said the treatment adopted by the constable had probably saved 
the woman’s life, but it might kill her to move her at that juncture. By 
this time the woman was apparently conscious, and her eyes were opened, 
but she was unable to move or speak until about six o'clock in the even- 
ing, when she regained the use of her senses. It then appeared that she 
had been lying in a kind of trance or cataleptic fit, during which she could 
hear what was going on around her, and that she had listened to the suc- 
cessive proposals to take her to the mortuary and to the infirmary with an 
agonised interest, but without the power to interpose. She repeated some 
of the conversation which had passed, and told the relicving officer that 
she was aware of his having searched the room for traces of any relatives 
who might be communicated with. She added, “You have a letter in 
your pocket from my husband, which you discovered in the drawer”; but 
she did not wish to have him communicated with, as he had been living 
apart from her for years, and was now in Wales. Although very weak 
and ill, Mrs. Burrell expressed an opinion that she would soon recover, 
which has been justified by the event. The case has excited great inter- 
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est in the neighborhood, it being generally understood that the constable’s 
prompt action saved the woman’s life, the doctor’s opinion being that she 
would have really died in another hour or so but for the remedies appliec. 


THREEFOLD TESTIMONY. 


In religious matters so far as the Christian world is concerned, there 
are three sources of testimony in regard to the Gospel which supplement 
each other in a natural and scientific order, and constitute as a whole 
a tangible “threefold cord which can not be broken.” 

Christianity accepts the ancient scriptures as “the word of God,” and 
the New Testament accepts and establishes the Old; all the prophecies of 
the former book centre in the latter, their fwlälment in the revelation of 
Jesus Christ is as the capstone to the Divine edifice, as it existed before it 
was made known by either type or anti-type; in the procession of genera- 
tions its outlines became more and more distinct, finally becoming perfected 
in the dispensation of the Gospel. 

The record of the Scriptures is the historic basis of modern Christianity 
and to it all its adherents turn as to the fountain of light and action, as 
the guide to salvation, the standard of appeal and the court of last resort. 

Any religious system to command credence in Christendom should 
therefore harmonize with it; all divergence or addition thereto must re- 
tain its outline and fabric so as to give assurance that it is truly authori- 
tative Christianity, and this would substantiate “the Testimony of the 
Word”; its utterances would or ought to find reverence, adhesion and 
obedience; controversy and division would or should hide itself under the 
consistency, beauty, and glory of positive similarity “without disguise 
and without hypocrisy.” All men would, or should, be able to see, to com- 
prehend, believe and use that “form of sound words,” that beauty of 
ordinance, that wondrous organization and those sublime truths which 
were intended for all. 

It would seem as if the Christian world would, or should, test all its 
methods and observances by this record, that teachers should speak 
“according to the oracles,” that scepticism might stand rebuked and 
finally be overthrown, because of undivided or universal allegiance to 
“that which has been written,” so that simplicity of faith and undisputed 
allegiance to the authority which includes the record might be beyond 
suspicion, and conclusive as to “the Testimony of the Word.” 

It would further appear as if this full acceptance and accord is posi- 
tively needed in order that “the witness of the Spirit” may be received 
and dwell in the heart of the recipient of the Gospel; this certainly was 
the divine intent and the divine promise, to repeat the often quoted ex- 
pression is to establish its phenomena, “If any man will do His will he 
shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God or whether I speak of 
myself”; they should know whether it was the “doctrine of Balaam” or 
“the doctrine of Devils,” they should be able to distinguish between truth 
and error, between authority and presumptuous pretence, between mate- 
rial truth and immaterial tradition. 
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It may easily be held that no “Testimony of the Spirit,” would or could 
come in regard to human device or human dogma or doctrine, the Spirit 
could not testify to that, it would not demonstrate that the organizations 
and creeds of men were right or correct, or false and erroneous, only by 
the presentation of the truth, then spiritual insight, the principle of 
revelation would determine as to the right; men so enlightened and in- 
spired would be in possession of the key by which heavenly things are 
made manifest to the human understanding, and this spirit will never 
prove sectarianism to be of God, or as essential to salvation. Whatever 
truth these churches of men may possess may find its corroborative testi- 
mony, but as to the whole all such testimony is impossible. “God is not 
the author of Confusion,” in all His manifestations there is order, and His 
Spirit will not testify to any form of organization or any theory or doc- 
trine which contravenes or sets aside the authority, the doctrines or the 
methods of His specially sent Son and servant Jesus Christ; but that Spirit 
will, does bring peace, assurance, testimony and knowledge to every obedi- 
ent believer irrespective of nationality or prior religious training, and in 
its action it will deliver from evil and error, from tradition and supersti- 
tion, it will come with power and demonstration of the Spirit, that unfail- 
ing, unchanging, unmistakable, second strand of the threefold cord, “The 
Testimony of the Spirit.” 

Now if it were possible to break or weaken this twofold testimony men 
might lose hope, if the power of evil influences should obscure the word, 
or the sophistries and temptations of life becloud the spirit, the “Testi- 
mony of personal experiences” can never be overthrown; thir is no fan- 
tasy, no hallucination, a man’s growth and progress in the divine life, in 
the knowledge of God, is more reliable than the Word, more conclusive 
than incipient spiritual testimony, it isa perennial—an ever present touch- 
stone in regard to truth and its manifestation in divine things; the more 
perfect the obedience, the more devoted the life, the more active the soul, 
the more substantial the testimony, the greater the certainty, the more 
profound the knowledge and understanding of the ways and things of God. 

The primary experience vanishes in the fullness of mental and spiritual 
activities; the thoughts, acts and conclusions of childhood are outstripped 
by the strength, courage, valor and efficiency of manhood; the dim light 
and the shadows of the morning give place to the effulgence of light and 
truth; men are no more liable to be “tossed to and fro with every wind of 
doctrine, whereby men lie in wait to deceive.” Not that the word is obso- 
lete or disused, but they “have a more sure word of prophecy, unto which 
they do well to take heed as unto a light shining in a dark place,” the 
first faint manifestations of spirit inspiration are overlooked in the peren- 
nial illumination of the Holy Ghost; the former is like “seeing through a 
glass darkly” in com parison with “seeing face to face,” the first tottering 
steps in the new experiences of infancy are past, and in the dignity of 
assured relationship to Deity, broader experience said, “Now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be but we know 
that when He appeareth we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is.“ 


* 
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